TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

JANUARY 1st, 2026
The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their 2026 Reorganizational Meeting on Thursday, January 1st, 2026.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Town Attorney Robert Butts.
Roll Call:
Julia Descoteaux – present 



Eric Haims – present 



Theodore Secor – present

SWEARING IN CEREMONY: Supervisor Julia Descoteaux, Councilman Theodore Secor, Councilman Charlie Cuningham and Town Clerk Ritamary Bell were sworn into their new offices by Town Justice Dennis Buchal.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No one addressed the Board.
MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA:  A motion was made by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Eric Haims to approve the agenda. Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

Supervisor Descoteaux thanked all for being in attendance and that it was humbling to have so many people there.  She added that she was excited for the Town and that former Supervisor Wendy Burton left everything in beautiful shape and thanked everyone again.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. SUPERVISOR’S APPOINTMENTS AND TOWN BOARD LIAISONS: Mrs. Descoteaux named the following Board members’ appointments and liaisons:


Planning Board – Eric Haims


Zoning Commission – Eric Haims & Charlie Cunningham


ZBA – 
Teddy Secor


Rec. Campaign – as needed - Julia Descoteaux 

CAC – Julia Descoteaux
WQC – Charlie Cunningham





Haunted Fortress – Teddy Secor

Fire Commissioners – Julia Descoteaux

The Rec, Commission, Insurance, Transfer Station and Buildings liaisons will be appointed in the neat future when the vacant Town Board seat is filled.
2. OFFICIAL DESIGNATIONS FOR 2025: Motion made by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Teddy Secor, as follows:
Official Banks: the Bank of Millbrook and the NY CLASS account

Mileage Rate: to remain the same at 57 ½ cents per mile

Deputy Supervisor: Eric Haims
Emergency Interim Successors: #1-Eric Haims, #2 Ritamary Bekk, #3 Teddy Secor
Official Newspapers: the Poughkeepsie Journal, the Northern Dutchess News and the

 Hudson Valley News 

Motion carried.

4. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: Motion made by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Eric Haims, as follows:
· Planning Board (5 yr. term): VACANT  but current member Bradley Raslton will stay on until a replacement is found.
· CAC (2 yr. term):  Margaret Fallon, Michael Picinellui, Anne Bernstein, and Lynn Tondrick
· Board of Assessment Review (5 yr. term): Lori Downing
· Recreation Commission (5 yr. term): Mike Denatale
· Rec. Commission-Haunted Fortress sub-committee: Greg Arent, Teddy Secor, Esther Evans

· Zoning Board of Appeals (5 yr. term): Pat Tierney
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· Office of Emergency Management: ALL MEMBERS - Dennis Smith, Matthew Kavalar, Dennis Buchal, Jon Bloomberg, Robert Stramm, Don Smith, Ed Cerul, Jeff Spiers, Lou Casciano
· Board of Ethics: ALL MEMBERS -  Tim Gifford, Lee Kravitz, Laura Gilhooly, Ann Derry, Stacey Adams

· Zoning Commission: ALL MEMBERS: Tom Angell, Wendy Burton, Chris Flynn, Doreen Brown, Steve Horowitz, Don Smith and Eric Haims

· Burdick Park Committee: ALL MEMBERS – Judith MacDonald, Frank Sellerberg, Charles Shaw, Lucy Kasofsky 

· Tax Collector:  Charles Hanlon

· Climate Smart Task Force: ALL MEMBERS -Teddy Secor, Dennis Wedlick, Abrielle Hamilton, Nate Kimball, Tracy Springer, Andrew Riccio

· Historic Preservation: ALL MEMBERS - Kathie Spiers, James Redmond, Charles Shaw, Geneva Sims, John Abb

· Water Quality Committee: ALL MEMBERS – Dennis Wedlick, Tony Jones, Natalie O’Malley
Motion carried with all present voting in favor.
4. APPROVE KENNEL CONTRACT WITH PINE PLAINS: A motion was made by Julia Descoteauix, seconded by Charlie Cunningham, to approve the 2026 Kennel Contract with Pine Plains.  Motion carried with all in favor.

5. ACCEPT KATHY ZEYHER’S RESIGNATION FROM THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: Julis Descoteaux made a motion tom accept Kathy Zeyher’s resignation from the ZBA, seconded by Teddy Secor.  Supervisor Descoteaux added that Mrs. Zeyher’s resignation was a loss as no one knew more about the Town’s Zoning Code than she did.  Motion carried with all in favor.
6. ADVERTISE FOR NEW Z.B.A. MEMBER: The Clerk was instructed to place an ad for the vacant ZBA position on the motion of Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Eric Haims.  Motion carried.
7.  EMPLOYEE INSURANCE BUY-OUT: Motion made by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by teddy Secor, to approve two full-time Highway employees receiving the insurance buy-out, Chris Wilser and Robert Ball. Motion carried.

8. ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS’ VOTING DELEGATE: Motion made by Julia Descoiteaux, seconded by Charlie Cunningham, to approve Supervisor Descoteaux to be the Town’s delegate at the Association of Towns meeting in February.  Motion carried

9. MOTION TO SET DATE FOR THE “APPROVAL OF BOOKS”: Motion made by Julia Decoteaux, seconded by Teddy Secor, to have the Approval of the Books for the two Town Justices, the Building Inspector and the Town Clerk for Thursday, February 12th, 2026.  Motion carried.

Supervisor Descoteaux added that at the next Town Board meeting on the 8th of January there would be some budget resolutions for the Board to approve, and that there would no workshop for the month. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No one addressed the Board.


With no other business, a motion was made by Julia Descoteaux at about 8 PM to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Theodore Secor.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
