TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD
TOWN BOARD MINUTES
DECEMBER 11th, 2025 

	The Town of Stanford Town Board met for their monthly meeting on Thursday, December 11th, 2025, at the Town Hall at 7:00 PM.  Supervisor Wendy Burton called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Councilman Nathan Lavertue.
	Wendy Burton dedicated this, her last regular meeting as Town Supervisor, to all of the Town’s employees, as everything we do depends on all of us working together, as well as the many Town volunteers.  The following employees were mentioned by name: the Highway crew: Supt. Jim Myers, Chris Wilser, Jesse Gomme, James Evans, Sean Milton, Robert Ball, Zack Zampko and Brandon Alexander; Transfer Station staff: Gary Koch, Jim Schulhoff, PJ Agnelli and Diana Mackey; the Town Hall staff: Ritamary Bell, Doreen Brown, Pat Knapp, Mary Dalton, Sara Knickerbocker, Kathy Spiers, Steve Gotovich, Bobbi Egan, Patty Koch, Carolyn Harklerode, Sharlene Sisco, Dennis Smith, Dennis Buchal, Charles Hanlon, Katrina Gore, Don Smith, Debbie Bennett and Jane Cottrell.  Also her former Town Board members, Paul Coughlin, Mary Weinberger, Frank Pepe, Margaret Fallon, Anne Arent and Corey Clanahan, and to her current Board members Teddy Secor, Nathan Lavertue, Eric Haims and Julia Descoteaux and Town Attorney Bob Butts.
[bookmark: _Hlk193104952]Roll call:  	Wendy Burton – present
		Julia Descoteaux – present
		Eric Haims - absent
		Nathan Lavertue – present
		Theodore Secor - present
Also in attendance was Town Attorney Robert Butts.
 	
MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA: A motion was made by Wendy Burton to approve the agenda with the additions of Resolutions #12D and #12E  Motion seconded by Julia Descoteaux with all voting in favor.

TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORTS: 
	Teddy Secor stated that the Haunted Fortress had their final meeting for the year last week, discussing what worked, what didn’t, and how to improve for next year.  He could not make the ZBA meeting but mentioned that their secretary Mary Dalton was resigning as of the end of the year.  From the Climate Smart Community Task Force, they would be meeting next week and will plan for their ’26 projects: working with the Water Quality Committee, re-connecting with Cornell Cooperative Extension, and working on a waste management program with Duffy Layton.  They would also be looking into re-instating the farm tours that were done several years ago.
Nathan Lavertue had nothing to report from the Rec. Commission  as they did not meet in December.	
	Julia Descoteaux reported from the Planning Board as Eric Haims was unable to attend: the Planning Board only had the Burdick Park project on their agenda and the project was granted approval with the condition of the park getting its DOT curb cut approved by the State.  The Planning Board will meet next week on Dec. 17th.
	Wendy Burton covered the recent CAC meeting for Mrs. Descoteaux: they discussed the spotted lantern fly and mentioned that dogs can sniff out the egg masses; that the Buttercup Preserve fall clean-up was done and will start again in the spring; that a “Save the Oak Tree” plan was under way to save the big tree by the Grange and Rooster’s that was in bad shape but an expert arborist was going to fertilize it to see if it could be saved.  The bench purchased in Barry Haydasz’s memory has arrived and will be place in the spring at the Gary Lovett Preserve.  And the CAC was hoping to have some events at the Library such as guided walks and bird talks, and that the Earth Day roadside clean-up would be on April 18th or 25th.
	Supervisor Burton addressed those in attendance, thanking everyone who helped her along the way and came to meetings, adding that the last six years went by fast.  She said the municipal government is a “team sport” and she was happy that she built a better community spirit at the Town Hall were everyone was welcomed and appreciated.  Some of the things that she was proud of included the community garden, the new SPARC Park -  with more to come, the new summer camp, evening activities for adults,  that the Town had received a records number of grants, the many new committees, the Pride celebration, Stanford a Caring Community, communicating to many residents with the weekly newsletter, taking down the dangerous old garage building and helping the Haunted Fortress come back to life.  We also had 
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a NYS Comptroller audit done and it took over a year to correct all the past errors and now we are in excellent financial shape.  We were also able to repair and replace many things at the Town Hall with American Rescue Plan funds at no cost to taxpayers.  And as final cap, we just received the gold award for small towns of excellence from the Association of Towns.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Claudia DeBellis. Charwill Drive – Six years ago I came to the first meeting and wanted to thank you for moving the Town into the future and keeping the Town a good place to be in.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.  VERIZON CELL TOWER AT 1031 BANGALL AMENIA ROAD: An application had been sent to the Planning Board and then forwarded to the Town Board for approval for a small cell tower at Riga Meadow at 1031 Bangall Amenia Road that was within the County ROW and that they had already met with County.  A motion to approve this small cell tower was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Julia Descoteaux.  Motion carried.

2. PLANNING BOARD VACANCY: There will be a vacancy on the Planning Board starting in January so if anyone is interested, please send a letter of interest and resume to the Town Clerk.  The Planning Board will then interview the candidates.

3. TOWN BOARD SEAT VACANCY: The Town Board will have a vacant seat with Councilwoman Descoteaux moving to the Supervisor position in January.  The seat is for a one-year term until the even year election in 2026. If anyone is interested, please send a letter of interest and resume to the Town Clerk and the Town Board will interview the candidates.

4.  APPOINT INTERIM BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER JAMES FINLEY: Since Building Inspector Don Smith had a serious accident and was in the hospital, a motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Julia Descoteaux, to appoint James Finley as the interim Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Office as long as he can continue in this position for the next few months.  Motion carried.

5. APPOINT GENEVA SIMMS AS DEPUTY TOWN HISTORIAN: Town Historian Kathie Spiers requested that she have a deputy appointed that she can train, as she was trained by former Historian Dorothy Burdick.  A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Teddy Secor, to appoint Geneva Simms to this deputy position.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor. 

6. ACCEPT MARY DALTON’S RESIGNATION AS Z.B.A. SECRETARY: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Teddy Secor, to accept Mary Dalton’s resignation as ZBA secretary with regret.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

7. ADVERTISE FOR ZBA SECRETARY POSITION: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Nathan Lavertie, to advertise for the ZBA secretary position.  Motion carried.

8. APPROVE TED EGLIT PREPARING THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Nathan Lavertue, to approve Ted Eglit preparing the AFR (Annual Financial Report).  Motion carried.

9. APPROVE 2026 TOWN BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE: Julia Descoteaux made a motion to approve the 2026 list of Town Board workshops and meetings, seconded by Teddy Secor.  They will remain as they have been: the Town Board will meet the second Thursday of each month at 7 PM with the Workshop meeting remaining the Monday prior, barring any holidays.  The list will be posted on the official Town Board sign board.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

10. APPROVE 2026 HOLIDAYS: A motion was made by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Teddy Secor, to approve the list of holidays for the new year.  Part-time employees of the Town will be paid for six of the twelve days that the Town Hall will be closed.  The list will be distributed to all departments.  Motion carried.
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11. APPROVE 2026 EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENTS: The following employee appointments were made on the motion of Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Teddy Secor:
Assessor’s Clerk			Roberta Egan
	BAR Secretary				Ritamary Bell
	Attorney for the Town			Robert Butts
	Budget Officer				Julia Descoteaux
	Building Inspector/Code		Interim – James Finley		
	Enforcement Officer			Interim – James Finley
	Building Inspector Sr. Clerk		Katrina Gore
	CAC Secretary				Rebecca Curtis
	Bookkeeper				Debbie Bennett
	Court Clerk				Patty Koch
	Court Clerk				Carolyn Harklerode
Court Assistant				Sharlene Sisco
	Dog Control Officer			Cinthia Hawks
	Highway and Rec. Custodian		Pat Knapp 
	Highway Secretary			Carrie DePaola
	Deputy Highway Supt.			Chris Wilser
	Pln.Bd./Rec./Zon.Comm Secy.		Sara Knickerbocker
	ZBA Secretary				vacant
	Records Mgmt. Clerk			Patty Knapp
	Registrar				Ritamary Bell
Legislative Aide			Jane Cottrell
	Tax Collector				Charles Hanlon
	Deputy Tax Collector			Ritamary Bell
	Deputy Town Clerk			Doreen Brown
	Deputy Registrar			Doreen Brown
	Town Hall Custodian			Ray Storms
	Transfer Station Attendants		G. Koch, PJ Agnelli, D. Mackey, J. Schulhoff
	Rec Director				Lauren Osterman
	Rec. Camp Director			Sarah Beam
Town Historian				Kathleen Spiers
Deputy Town Historian			Geneva Simms
	Court Prosecutor			William McGoldrick
	Water Quality Comm. Secy.		Bernadette Winby
Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

12. APPROVE ATTENDANCE AT THE NEWLY ELECTED TRAINING SCHOOL: Board member Theodore Secor and newly elected Board member Charles Cunningham will be attending the training school in Albany January 14th – 16th.  Motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Julia Descoteaux.  Motion carried.

13. APPROVE MEMBERS GOING TO THE ASSOCIATION OF TOWN IN FEBRUARY: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Julia Descoteaux, to approve the following elected officials to attend the AOT annual meeting in NYC: Julia Descoteaux and Eric Haims for the Town Board and Wendy Burton for the AOT Executive Committee.  Nathan Lavertue, Teddy Secor and Ritamary Bell will be attending the luncheon one day only.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk216860190]14. RESOLUTION #12A – NEW PRIVATE ROAD “FLEETWOOD WAY”: The following resolution was read by Teddy Secor as follows:
TOWN OF STANFORD
RESOLUTION #12A OF 2025
TO NAME A PRIVATE ROAD / COMMON DRIVE
FOR THE ‘911’ PROJECT
Motion made by: Theodore Secor
Seconded by: Wendy Burton
WHEREAS, Dutchess County has implemented the E-911 Emergency Response and Call monitoring for the entire County, and
WHEREAS, THE County of Dutchess has reviewed the road names and addresses in the Town of Stanford to ensure correct recognition and identification of parcels on roads located in the Town of Stanford, and											WHEREAS, the County of Dutchess has requested the Town of Stanford to name private 
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roads in the Town of Stanford for compliance with E-911, to enable E-911 response system to identify parcels, and
WHEREAS, the name assigned below to the private road has been suggested by the residents of said road in the Town, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of Stanford that this road be known as	   Fleetwood Way      for a private drive off Bulls Head Road, to include the properties of Bulls Head Road LLC with grid numbers 6569-00-232656, 6569-00-260536 and 6569-00-273650.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford, by naming the road, assumes no responsibility or liability for the construction, maintenance, repair or use of said private road; that said private road named herein is not in any way deemed to have been dedicated or accepted by the Town of Stanford, and that this resolution is made only to provide a means of identifying private roads for emergency response purposes, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk forward a copy of this resolution to the E-911 Coordinator.
The foregoing resolution was voted upon with the Board members present voting as follows: Wendy Burton, Supervisor – Yes; Nathan Lavertue, Councilperson - Yes; Julia Descoteaux, Councilperson - Yes;  Eric Haims, Councilperson – Absent; Theodore Secor, Councilperson – Yes.
	Resolution #12A of 2025 adopted by the unanimous votes of the Town Board members present and certified this 11th day of December 2025.     		Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

15. RESOLUTION #12B – DOT MEASUREMENTS FOR ROUTE 82 SPEED MITIGATION:
The following resolution was offered by Julia Descoteaux, seconded by Nathan Lavertue, to have the DOT do measurements for speed mitigation on Route 82:
Resolution #12B of 2025
Whereas the Town of Stanford recognizes the need to evaluate roadway safety along State Route 82, which runs through the center of the Town, and
Whereas obtaining accurate measurements of the full roadway width is necessary to aid in formulating potential solutions for mitigating vehicle speed and improving public safety, and
Whereas the New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT) has indicated that roadway width measurements are a prerequisite for assessing feasible traffic‑calming or speed‑mitigation strategies,
Now therefore be it resolved that the Town of Stanford Town Board hereby grants permission to the Deputy Regional Director of the New York State Department of Transportation, or their designee, to take all necessary roadway width measurements along Route 82 within the Town boundaries, and
Be it further resolved that such measurements may be used by NYS DOT in evaluating, recommending, and formulating potential improvements or mitigation measures for vehicular speed and roadway safety on Route 82.
The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all Board members voting as follows:
Wendy Burton, Supervisor – Yes; Nathan Lavertue, Councilperson	- Yes; Julia Descoteaux, Councilperson	 - Yes;  Eric Haims, Councilperson – Absent; Theodore Secor, Councilperson – Yes.
	Resolution #12B of 2025 adopted by the unanimous votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of December 2025.     		Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

16. RESOLUTION #12C – TO CREATE A CAPITAL PROJECT H41 – BURDICK PARK: Wendy Burton read the following resolution, seconded by Nathan Lavertue:
RESOLUTION #12-C
To Create Capital Project H41 Burdick Park
WHEREAS, The Stanford Historical Society wants to relinquish the fiduciary responsibility for the creation of Burdick Park, and	
WHEREAS, The Town owns the Burdick Park property, and
WHEREAS, The Town Board needs to establish Capital Project H41 to receive and disperse the funds that will be necessary to create the park, and 
WHEREAS, The Town of Stanford has an existing Capital Fund bank account in NY CLASS and the Burdick Park funds will be deposited in this account,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Town Board authorizes the creation of Capital Project H41 Burdick Park. 	
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The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all Board members voting as follows:
Wendy Burton, Supervisor – Yes; Nathan Lavertue, Councilperson	- Yes; Julia Descoteaux, Councilperson	 - Yes;  Eric Haims, Councilperson – Absent; Theodore Secor, Councilperson – Yes.
	Resolution #12C of 2025 adopted by the unanimous votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of December 2025.     		Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

17. RESOLUTION #12D – TO SUPPORT THE AMERICA 250 COMMEMORATION AND AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES: The following resolution was offered by Nathan Lavertue, seconded by Wendy Burton, as follows:
Resolution #12d – a resolution of in support of the America 250 commemoration and authorizing related expenditures
WHEREAS, the United States of America will commemorate its 250th anniversary on July 4, 2026, marking a historic milestone in our nation’s history; and	
WHEREAS, on July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, asserting the American colonies’ freedom from British rule and laying the foundation for the principles of democracy and self-governance; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission, known as the America 250 Commission (america250.org), was established by Congress in 2016 to plan and coordinate the national commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence; and
WHEREAS, the New York State 250th Commemoration Commission was created to lead statewide efforts to commemorate the founding of the United States and New York’s pivotal role in the nation’s formation and development; and
WHEREAS, Town Law authorizes the town board to appropriate funds for the proper observance of patriotic and historical events (Town Law § 64 [12], [14]), and Arts and Cultural Affairs Law § 57.07 further authorizes local governments to appropriate and expend funds for historical purposes within their jurisdiction, including the erection of markers and monuments, the preservation of historical materials, and cooperation with local historical organizations; and
WHEREAS, these statutes provide the legal authority for towns to engage in and support commemorations that are educational, patriotic, and historical in character, including public programming, exhibits, community events, and historical preservation activities connected to America 250; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford recognizes the importance of America 250 as an opportunity to reflect on our community’s contributions to the American story, honor the achievements of past generations, and inspire renewed civic engagement.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby expresses its support for the America 250 Commemoration and authorizes the town board and appropriate departments to plan, promote, and participate in programs and events consistent with the purposes of Town Law § 64 and Arts and Cultural Affairs Law § 57.07; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such activities may include, but are not limited to, educational programming, historical exhibits, patriotic decorations, community celebrations, and collaborations with local schools, libraries, and historical societies, provided that all expenditures serve a proper public purpose and comply with applicable fiscal and procurement requirements.
The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all Board members present voting as follows: Wendy Burton, Supervisor – Yes; Nathan Lavertue, Councilperson - Yes; Julia Descoteaux, Councilperson - Yes;  Eric Haims, Councilperson – Absent; Theodore Secor, Councilperson – Yes.
	Resolution #12D of 2025 adopted by the unanimous votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of December 2025.     		Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

18. RESOLUTION #12E – TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM THE NY CLASS ACCOUNT TO THE NY CLASS HIGHWAY VEHICLE RESERVE FUND: The following resolution was offered by Wendy Burton, seconded by Julia Descoteaux, as follows:
RESOLUTION #12E 2025
TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM NY CLASS ACCOUNT TO THE NY CLASS HIGHWAY VEHICLE RESERVE FUND
Whereas the Town of Stanford approved the purchase of a 2025 International HX 6x4 cab & chassis with a future build slot in 2024, from Allegiance Trucks on March 1, 2023 and
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Whereas the NY Class Account ending in 0010 Highway Vehicle Reserve Fund has insufficient funds for this purpose, and
Whereas the NY Class Account ending in 0011 Highway Funds has funds that can be used for this purpose, 
Now therefore be it resolved, the Supervisor is authorized to complete the following budget modifications and transfer the funds from NY Class Highway Account  to the NY Class
Highway Reserve Account in the amount of $63,690.56.
[bookmark: _Hlk216947181]	The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all Board members present voting as follows: Wendy Burton, Supervisor – Yes; Nathan Lavertue, Councilperson - Yes; Julia Descoteaux, Councilperson - Yes;  Eric Haims, Councilperson – Absent; Theodore Secor, Councilperson – Yes.
	Resolution #12E of 2025 adopted by the unanimous votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of December 2025.     		Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
	
18. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the November 13th meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Nathan Lavertue.  Motion carried.  

OTHER: Supervisor Burton mentioned that there had been a bad leak in the old basement but that the plumber had come to repair it. She also mentioned that certain upgrades should be made at some point to the old basement as a capital project, since we do have a new boiler and a new water quality control panel down there.
	Councilman Lavertue added that he likes to “keep track” of things and that over these four years on the Town Board, 20% of that time was spent working on the Comprehensive Plan.  He also added that, for his time on the Board, 17 local laws were passed as well as 199 resolutions.

19. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #12 FOR DECEMBER: A motion to approve the December Abstract was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Nathan Lavertue, as follows: 
General Fund - $ 98,824.15 – check #s 8843-8906
Highway - $ 92,431.32 – check #s 4887-4907
Bangall Lights – $ 1,024.69 – check # 3091
Ambulance - $ 62,500.00 – check # 8873
Escrow - $ 3,633.75 – check #s 1077-1078
Capital Fund - $ 24,034.48 – check #  3042
Motion carried with voting in favor.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk, Grist Mill Lane – thanked Wendy Burton for her time as Supervisor and that it had been a pleasure working with her.

	With no other business, Wendy Burton thanked those who had come out on a cold night to attend her last regular meeting as Supervisor, and was a bit wistful but had worked with great people that have enriched her life and had met hundreds of more people, and thanked them.
A motion was then made by Wendy Burton to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM, seconded by Nathan Lavertue.  Motion carried.																	
Respectfully submitted,										

Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
