Minutes
Town of Stanford 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Meeting  April 8, 2026 
 
Meeting called to order by Neil Dennihey at 7:30 P.M.

Roll Call: 	Neil Dennehy - Present
		Pat Tierney - Present
		Steve Mosher - Present
		Andrew Ellis - Present

1. A motion to collectively approve the Minutes of the November 12, 2025, December 10, 2025, and March 8, 2026, meetings were made by Andrew Ellis and seconded by Steve Mosher. Motion approved by all members present.

Mr. Dennehy asked for a motion to close the regular meeting and open the Public Hearing for James Murphy.  Andrew Ellis made a motion to close the regular meeting and open the Public Hearing, seconded by Pat Tierney. Motion to close the regular meeting and open the Public Hearing approved by all members present.

2. PUBLIC HEARING FOR JAMES MURPHY VARIANCE REQUEST FOR FRONT YARD SET BACK VARIANCE OF 39.3’ LOCATED AT 421 CONKLIN HILL ROAD 

Wesley Chase, licensed land surveyor from Pine Plains, briefly presented a summary of the request for James Murphy which was for a front yard setback variance of 39.3’ located at 421 Conklin Hill Road. 

As there was no one present from the public, Mr. Dennehy asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing and reopen the regular meeting.  Andrew Ellis made a motion to close the Public Hearing and reopen the regular meeting which was seconded by Pat Tierney. Motion to close the Public Hearing and reopen the regular meeting was approved by all members present.

Mr. Dennehy read the following resolution:

RESOLUTION FOR GRANTING JAMES MURPHY VARIANCE REQUEST FOR FRONT YARD SET BACK VARIANCE OF 39.3’ LOCATED AT 421 CONKLIN HILL ROAD 

WHEREAS the requested variance will not be detrimental to nearby properties as it is a replacement for a porch and 
WHEREAS no undesirable change will occur in the character of the neighborhood as it was part of the original design and  
WHEREAS there are no alternative methods available to the applicant and 
WHEREAS the requested variance is not substantial and  
WHEREAS no impacts to the physical and/or environmental conditions existing in the locality as it is a restoration and  
WHEREAS the requested variance is not a result of a “self-created hardship” as it is a historic restoration. 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE “BENEFIT TO THE APPLICANT IF THE VARIANCE IS GRANTED, AS WEIGHED AGAINST THE DETRIMENT TO THE HEALTH, SAETY AND WELFARE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY BY SUCH GRANT” DO THE FIVE FACTORS, WHEN CONSIDERED TOGETHER, BALANCE IN FAVOR OF GRANTING THE VARIANCE?  

Mr. Dennehy made a motion to vote on the requested variance for James Murphy. Andrew Ellis made a motion to grant the variance, seconded by Pat Tierney. All in favor: Unanimous. Motion carried by all voting members present.
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3. Application – Joseph Volino: Variance request to put a garage in front of the house located at 16 Sisters Hill Road

Joseph Volino presented a variance request to put a garage in front of the house located at 16 Sisters Hill Road. After discussion, it was determined that Mr. Volino needed a seven-foot variance.  A motion was made by Pat Tierney and seconded by Steve Mosher to set a date for a Public Hearing on May 13, 2026, for the requested variance of seven feet. Motion carried by all members present. The applicant was given the information to place a legal ad in the Poughkeepsie Journal and was also provided with the neighboring landowners’ information to send out certified letters with return receipt requested to notify them of the upcoming meeting. Further explanation was given that a copy of the legal ad and the return receipts must be given to the ZBA secretary prior to the public hearing meeting date.

4. Application – Donald and Veronica Bisson: Variance request of 64’ for garage to be placed in front of the residence located at 193 Ernest Road

Donald and Veronica Bisson presented a variance request of 64’ for garage to be placed in front of the residence located at 193 Ernest Road.  Ms. Bisson explained that a building permit had already been issued by the Interim Building Inspector and work had begun prior to receiving a denial letter from the current Building Inspector. Mr. Dennehy stated that the site plan that was supplied by the applicants was sufficient as Don Smith had approved it. After discussion, a motion was made by Pat Tierney, seconded by Andrew Ellis to set a date for a Public Hearing on May 13, 2026, for the requested variance. Motion carried by all members present. The applicant was given the information to place a legal ad in the Poughkeepsie Journal and was also provided with the neighboring landowners’ information to send out certified letters with return receipt requested to notify them of the upcoming meeting. Further explanation was given that a copy of the legal ad and the return receipts must be given to the ZBA secretary prior to the public hearing meeting date.

5. Application – James Murphy: Variance request of 40’ for an addition and 35’ for a detached garage located at 421 Conklin Hill Road 

Philip Colbran, as a prospective purchaser, presented a variance request for 40’ for an addition and 35’ for a detached garage located at 421 Conklin Hill Road. Mr. Colbran explained that this was with respect to the earlier Public Hearing at the same address. After discussion, a motion was made by Andrew Ellis and seconded by Pat Tierney to set a date for a Public Hearing on May 13, 2026, for the requested variance. Motion carried by all members present. The applicant was given the information to place a legal ad in the Poughkeepsie Journal and was also provided with the neighboring landowners’ information to send out certified letters with return receipt requested to notify them of the upcoming meeting. Further explanation was given that a copy of the legal ad and the return receipts must be given to the ZBA secretary prior to the public hearing meeting date.

6. Motion to approve appointment of Tom Wallin for vacant ZBA position to the Town Board was made by Andrew Ellis, seconded by Steve Mosher.  Motion carried by all members present. 

Motion to close the meeting was made by Andrew Ellis, seconded by Steve Mosher at 8:05pm.  Motion carried by all members present. 
 

Respectfully submitted: ____________________________________ 
                                                     Doreen Brown 
